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Amendimeiits to the Claims 

Claims 1-4 (Cancelled). 

Claim 5 (Cuirently amended): The concrete screed according to claim [[I]!! wherein the 
tilt actuator comprises first and second actuator members that are longinidinally extensible with 
respect to one another when the tilt actuator is actuated. 

Claim 6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): A concrete screed adapted to react automatically relative to 
a horizontal laser beam of fixed height above an uncured concrete surface, the screed comprising: 
a screed plate having first and second opposite ends, a leading edge, a ti ailing edge, and a flat 
bottom surface, the screed plate being elongated and having a longitudinal screed plate 
axis, the bottom surface of the screed plate resting on the uncured concrete surface; 
a vibrator mounted on the screed plate and being capable of actuation to cause vibration of the 
screed plate; 

a pivot member pivotally mounted to the screed plate for pivotal movement about a horizontal 
pivot axis extending in the same general direction of the longitudinal screed plate axis; 

a first handle and a second handle each having a first handle end connet;ted to the pivot member, 
ff>r pivotal movement about first and second ax fts. F-'^^velv. chat are perpendicular to 
the horizontal pivot axis of the pivot member, t he first and secoiid handles each having a 
gripping end opposite from the nttnrhmnnt nndfirst handle ends for gripping the handles; 

the first and second handles being attached to the connoctingi B3giLn>enib<!a: in such a way that 
when the gripping ends of either or the first and second handles are held at a constant 
height they hold the pivot member against tilting movement about the horizontal pivot 
axis and the screed plate can tilt relative to the pivot member al-out the horizontal pivot 
axis; 

a laser beam detector on the screed plate for detecting whether or not tlie laser beam detector is 
above or below the horizontal laser beam; 
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a tilt actuator electrically connected to the laser beam detector and being mechanically connected 
to both the screed plate and the pivot member, 

the tiU actuator causing the screed plate to tilt about the horizontal axis in a first direction in 
response to the laser beam detector sensing that the laser beam detector is below the 
horizontal laser beam and tilting the screed plate about the horiamtal axis in a second 
direction opposite from the first direction in response to the laser beam detector sensing 
that the laser beam detector is above the horizontal laser beam. 



Claims 8-12 (Cancelled) 

Claim 13 (CuirenUy amended): A concrete screed for smoothing an oncured concrete 
surface and for reacting tn a horizontfll laser bean^ fi^cpH horizontal htaeht above the concrete 
gurfacev.c omprising: 

a screed plate having first and second opposite ends, a leading edge, a ti ailing edge, and a flat 
bottom surface, the screed plate being elongated and having a longitudinal screed plate 
axis, the bottom surface being adapted to rest on the uncured concrete surface; 

a vibrator moimted on the screed plate and being capable of actuation t<» cause vibration of the 
screed plate; 

a pivot member pivotally mounted to die screed plate for pivotal movement about a horizontal 
pivot axis extending in the same general direction of the longitudinal screed plate axis; 

a first handle and a second handle each having an attachment end pivotallY.mounted to the pivot 
member about first and second pivo t axes, resnectivelv. that are nerpendicular to the 
horizontal pivot axis of the pivot member, the first and second bandies each having a 
gripping end opposite from the attachment end for gripping the handles; 

a tilt actuator connected to both the pivot member and the screed plate, the tilt acmator being 
capable of actuation to cause the pivot member and the screed plate to rotate relative to 
one another about the horizontal pivot axis; 

a fa^fbt rlaser beam d etector attached to the screed plate for sensing the laser beam and being 

electrically connected to the tik actuator for actuating the tilt actuator, the height detector 
being capable of sensing the height of the concrete surface reladve to *ih£.fixed 

3 



PA6E4I7'RCVDAT4/11QII05 4:32:39 PM [Eastern Day&ghtTime]'SVR:USPTO{FX^^^^ 



1 



04/11/05 MON 14:30 FAX 5152881339 



HCKEE VQORHEES & SEASE 



@005 



horizoncal h^^ph mf the laser beam , the height dcrtcctor actuating the tilt actuator in 
response to sensing when the concrete surface is either above or lielow a predetermined 
distance from Ae fixed horizontal height. 
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